CHAPTER VI

THE FLORESCENCE

OF THE WESTERN

EDUCATIONAL TRADITION-

WITH INTIMATIONS

OF MODERNITY

(1400 AD.-1700 AD.)

A.   THE THIRD TRANSFORMATION OF MAN:
FROM TRADITIONAL CIVILIZATION
TO MODERN CIVILIZATION
In the remaining chapters of this book we approach the third major transformation in
the human career as outlined in Chapter 1. The first was the million-year evolutionary
process during which prehuman men became human and formed folk societies that
fanned out from Africa across the world. The second, beginning about 3,500 B.C., was
the civilization process during which an increasing number of folk societies became
civilized, a process that eventually resulted in the spread of traditional civilizations
across the land masses of the Afro-Eurasian ecumene.
Then, beginning about 1400 or 1500 A.D. traditional civilization in the West
began to be affected by the third great human transformation, the modernization
process. For about 300 years the intimations of modernity gained strength, but only
with difficulty against the forces of tradition which continued to dominate education.
Thereafter, with accelerating speed, the transmutation to modernity spread for some
200 years through much of Western civilization from approximately 1650 to 1850
A.D. Finally, from the mid-nineteenth century onward, modernization and modern
civilization began to encompass the entire world.
While the modern and the premodern societies continue to exist side by side and
while they sometimes fuse into a variety of mixed forms, the overall trend toward the